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Through hard work, love of family and commu-
nity, they have contributed greatly to the pros-
perity and peace that we all enjoy as Ameri-
cans today. 

Although the anniversary of Greece’s inde-
pendence is cause to celebrate, we must also 
use this occasion to remember the ongoing 
struggle for freedom and demand for human 
rights on the island of Cyprus. The United 
States and the international community must 
remain steadfast in our resolve to unify the 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots who have been di-
vided for far too long. 

Mr. Speaker, let me reiterate my strong 
commitment to the Greek communities in my 
district, the country, and throughout the world. 
Their strength and dedication to democracy 
and peace in the world has made them an in-
spiration and model for modern civilization. 

I urge my colleagues to join me as we cele-
brate Greek independence. 

Mr. MCMAHON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Greece on her 188th anniversary of 
Independence. 

The U.S. tradition of democracy was built 
upon ancient Greek political and philosophical 
thought. And, the flame that ignited the first 
discussions of democracy in Ancient Greece, 
shined luminously throughout the Mediterra-
nean on March 25, 1821. 

Fortunately, this anniversary not only marks 
the creation of a promising, new democratic 
state, but of a steadfast and loyal friend to the 
United States. 

I am proud to say that Greece has stood by 
the United States as a strong NATO ally. 

A quick and reliable partner in World War II, 
the Balkans and most recently, Iraq. 

And as a leader through its chairmanship of 
the Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe. 

I would also particularly like to congratulate 
the nearly 15,000 Greek-Americans of Staten 
Island and Southern Brooklyn whose strong 
family ties, established customs and tradition 
of hard work have added to the character and 
longevity of my district. 

These Greek Americans and their relatives 
in Greece are a tight community. Their rel-
atives in Greece deserve to have the same 
level of access for tourism and business travel 
to the United States that most other European 
countries have. This is why I support Greece’s 
prompt membership into the visa waiver pro-
gram and look forward to future global oppor-
tunities to partner with our friend and ally, 
Greece. 

On this important occasion I would like say 
once more: Congratulations. 

Mr. WEXLER. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
BERMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 273. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 

Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

REDUCING THE DEFICIT 

(Mr. LUETKEMEYER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 
the President’s budget as recently un-
veiled spends too much, taxes too 
much, and borrows too much. We need 
to stop talking about reducing our def-
icit and actually go to work and do it. 

We cannot continue to put off the 
tough economic decisions that must be 
made. In the words of Missouri’s Harry 
Truman, the buck stops here. 

It is just plain wrong to pass off more 
and more debt to our children and 
grandchildren. Folks back home in 
Missouri have made it clear to me if 
they have to balance their checkbooks, 
then so does Washington. 

Unfortunately, the President’s budg-
et doesn’t do that. Instead, it continues 
to mortgage the future of our children 
and grandchildren. I support reducing 
our Nation’s deficit, which is precisely 
why one of the first bills I filed and 
sponsored was a constitutional amend-
ment to balance the budget. 

Now, let’s be clear. Raising taxes is 
not the way to do that. Putting Wash-
ington’s fiscal house in order is. 

I am urging all of us to remember the 
buck stops here, not with future gen-
erations. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

AMERICAN SCHOOL KIDS AND THE 
LONE SURVIVOR OF WORLD WAR I 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in 
1918, the war to end all wars was over. 
It was called World War I. It started in 
1914, ended in 1918. And during that 
time, it was a stalemate until 1917 
when the United States entered the 
war. The United States went overseas 
to Europe. Those doughboys fought in 
a land they did not know and for a peo-
ple they did not know. They broke the 
trench warfare stalemate, and on the 
11th day of the 11th month at the 11th 
hour of 1918, that Great War was over. 

Fifteen million people in the world 
died because of World War I. And the 
casualties for the United States? Well, 
4,734,991 Doughboys and Marines went 
over there to fight in that Great War; 
116,561 were killed representing and de-

fending our country. They fought in 
the woods, in the forests of Belleau 
Wood, the Argonne, and the fields of 
Flanders. Many of them are still buried 
in those forests in graves known only 
to God. When they came home, thou-
sands more had contracted the Spanish 
flu, and they died here in the United 
States. 

When the war was over, America 
moved on, and now 101 years later, we 
honor troops from that last century. 
We have on the Mall here not far from 
this Capitol the Vietnam Memorial 
where we honor the 55,000-plus that 
were killed; we honor the Korean vet-
erans with the Korean Memorial that 
has those American soldiers going 
through a minefield in the snow; and 
we honor the Greatest Generation with 
the World War II Memorial. 

But in the tall weeds of the Mall, 
there’s a little-known memorial for the 
D.C. veterans that fought in World War 
I. It is decrepit, it is falling apart, and 
like I said, it is in the high weeds. It 
was built largely because the kids here 
in Washington, D.C., saved their nick-
els so that memorial could be built. 

But Mr. Speaker, we do not have a 
memorial on the Mall for all of the 
Americans who fought in the great 
World War I. America just never got 
around to it. So I have introduced the 
Frank Buckles Lone Survivor Act to 
expand the D.C. memorial so that it 
honors all that fought in World War I. 

Why Frank Buckles? Because you 
see, Mr. Speaker, Frank Buckles is the 
lone American survivor from World 
War I. He’s 108 years old. In World War 
I, he lied to get into the Army: he was 
probably 16; he should have been 18. 
But he went off to war in Europe and 
drove an ambulance and rescued other 
doughboys that had been wounded in 
France. After the war was over, he 
came back to America. And during 
World War II, he was captured in the 
Philippines by the Japanese and held 
as a prisoner of war for 3 years. And 
now he lives in West Virginia. 

Mr. Speaker, here is a photograph of 
Frank Buckles, 108 years old. It is 
taken in front of what is left of the 
D.C. memorial. And what I am asking 
Congress to do is authorize the expan-
sion of the D.C. memorial to include all 
who fought in World War I. 

You know, the men that fought there 
should be honored by America. Even 
though I have offered this bill into leg-
islation, government bureaucrats are 
opposed to this memorial, saying we 
don’t need any more memorials on the 
Mall. That dishonors America’s war 
dead, Americans the bureaucrats never 
even knew. 

But kids across the Nation are an-
swering the call of Frank Buckles. And 
let me explain. What is occurring is, 
service-learning projects in schools 
throughout the country are teaching 
their kids hands-on about World War I 
and those that lived and fought and 
died in World War I. It started in 
Creekwood Middle School in my home 
district, and now it has spread to 
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